
Merry Christmas

When I sat down to do our annual Christmas card, I pulled up some old ones for inspiration. Our
2019 card said, “We continued our new tradition of constant family fun that started last year.” I
guess that streak is still going, since 2021 seemed filled to the brim with family fun.

Lewis, 6, started 1st grade this fall. He loves learning to read, and is doing great at it. He is
mischievous as ever, and you better keep an eye on your candy whenever he’s around. He
loves being outside, and joined Steve on 30 nights of camping. He really enjoyed his first year of
rec soccer this Fall. He cracks us up with all the hilarious things he says, and is always quick to
smile.

Adele, 9, is in 4th grade this year. She tolerates school, but loves playing with friends as soon
as she can once she’s home. Adele started piano lessons and loves it. You never need to ask
her twice to practice. She spends most of her time with her nose in a book, lately the Wings of
Fire series. Adele and Camille are wonders in the kitchen with baking creations. Adele’s favorite
part of the year was our Thanksgiving trip to Harrisonburg, VA, to visit the Youngs (and her
homemade cranberry sauce and blueberry pie were both divine).

Camille, 12, is in 7th grade. Leave it to the tweenage girl to successfully isolate herself from the
family while the rest of us got COVID in October. She practices acro regularly, and is this close to



getting her back-handspring.  She enjoys MathCounts, reading, and also writes her own stories
with her friends. She attended her first year of girls camp this summer and loved making many
new friends.

Kyle, 15, is in 10th grade, and grew a half-foot or so this year. Now that HS clubs are running
again, he joined Linguistics club, Drama club, Math club, and Robotics club. Outside of formal
clubs, he self-studies Mathematical Analysis and is developing a neural network for handwriting
recognition. He plays cello both at high school and with the Empire State Youth Orchestra. Add
in early-morning seminary plus the nightly games of Minecraft or Magic with friends over
Discord, and Kyle manages to stay fairly busy.

Steve spent a lot of 2021 outdoors, including 5 nights at Lake George, 4 nights each at
Wakpominee, Acadia, and Franconia Notch, 3 nights in Nickerson on Cape Cod, 2 nights each
at Moxham Mountain, Archer Vly, Indian Lake, Daketown State Forest, and Chimney Mountain,
and 1 night each at Good Luck Lake, Bennett Lake, Black Mountain, Alan’s camp, Hoffman
Notch, the Presidential Traverse, and Clear Pond, plus a couple nights outdoors on a road trip
to Arizona and a few nights in the backyard. He also helped at Camille’s first girls camp, but
does it really count if you stay in a cabin with WiFi and a window A/C unit? When he’s not out in
the woods somewhere, Steve does a little contract work for GRC, coaches MathCounts at
Camille’s middle school, and recently started fencing with Kyle.

Janet enjoyed documenting our family’s participation in various activities this year. She
maintained her sanity by reading (a lot!), listening to podcasts, exercising, and spending time
outdoors and with friends. In the fall she started working as a preschool speech therapist for
Schenectady County and she’s enjoying that new challenge.

As a family we enjoyed sledding, rock climbing, and hockey in the winter; biking, paddling, and
visiting playgrounds in the Spring; swimming, camping, and traveling all Summer; and soccer,
learning, and more camping in the Fall. One highlight of the year was the Awesome Camping
Trip in July--11 nights in Franconia, Acadia, and Cape Cod with our friends, the Youngs. We
also enjoyed pizza nights on Fridays watching the Great British Baking Show, which inspired
many creative experimental recipes throughout the year, and helped us win three out of four
categories at a Christmas dessert contest. We spent many evenings reading together, including
the Little House series, Harry Potter, and The
Good Master.

We feel incredibly blessed to have had such a fun
and full year. We wish you a very merry
Christmas, and hope that 2022 is a great year for
you.

Love,
The Markhams

https://markham.family/outdoors/

